
Rising 4th Grade Summer Reading 2018 

Dear Families, 

Summer reading is a required activity.  Reading is an essential skill for all academic work, and the more 

students read the better readers they become.  One key to students’ reading success is making their reading 

experiences entertaining, relaxing, and enjoyable.  Allowing scholars to choose their own reading materials 

based on reading interests is one way to ensure academic achievement.  Please select one book from the list 

below and choose a project to complete from the attached list. 

We hope to encourage reading for pleasure, and we want to emphasize that the following reading list 

should be thought of as a starting point for students as they prepare to enter school in the fall.  If you have 

any questions, please email enow@meetingstreetschools.org or elawrence@meetingstreetschools.org. 

 

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 

Overview 

From award-winning author Sharon Draper comes Out of My Mind, the story of a brilliant girl who cannot speak or write.   

Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she has a photographic memory; she can remember every detail of 

everything she has ever experienced. She is smarter than most of the adults who try to diagnose her and smarter than her 

classmates in her integrated classroom - the very same classmates who dismiss her as mentally challenged because she cannot tell 

them otherwise. But Melody refuses to be defined by cerebral palsy. And she's determined to let everyone know it...somehow. 

In this breakthrough story - reminiscent of The Diving Bell and the Butterfly - from multiple Coretta Scott King Award winner Sharon 
Draper, listeners will come to know a brilliant mind and a brave spirit who will change forever how they look at anyone with a 
disability 
 
Hoot by Carl Hiaasen 

Overview 

This Newbery Honor-winning, hilarious Floridian adventure involves new kids, bullies, alligators, eco-warriors, pancakes, pint-
sized owls, and more. A New York Times bestseller! 
Everybody loves Mother Paula’s pancakes. Everybody, that is, except the colony of cute but endangered owls that live on the 
building site of the new restaurant. Can the awkward new kid and his feral friend prank the pancake people out of town? Or is the 
owls’ fate cemented in pancake batter? 
*This book is available for summer checkout through MSA and must be signed out before Thursday, May 31st. 
 
Sign of the Beaver 
Overview 
Although he faces responsibility bravely, thirteen-year-old Matt is more than a little apprehensive when his father leaves him alone 

to guard their new cabin in the wilderness. When a renegade white stranger steals his gun, Matt realizes he has no way to shoot 

game or to protect himself. When Matt meets Attean, a boy in the Beaver clan, he begins to better understand their way of life and 

their growing problem in adapting to the white man and the changing frontier. 

Elizabeth George Speare’s Newbery Honor-winning survival story is filled with wonderful detail about living in the wilderness and the 
relationships that formed between settlers and natives in the 1700s. Now with an introduction by Joseph Bruchac. 
 
The Lightning Thief 

Overview 

Mythological monsters and the gods of Mount Olympus seem to be walking out of the pages of twelve-year-old Percy Jackson's 
textbooks and into his life. And worse, he's angered a few of them. Zeus's master lightning bolt has been stolen, and Percy is the 
prime suspect. Now, he and his friends have just ten days to find and return Zeus's stolen property and bring peace to a warring 
Mount Olympus.  
Series creator Rick Riordan joins forces with some of the biggest names in the comic book industry to tell the story of a boy who 
must unravel a treachery more powerful than the gods themselves. 
*This book is available for summer checkout through MSA and must be signed out before Thursday, May 31st. 
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Project Choices 

The scholars will be required to complete ONE of the following choices after reading the novel they selected.  

The scholar might want to annotate while reading to help him or her organize ideas.  This final project will be 

due on Friday, August 3rd. 

Option Requirements 

Journal It! 
Pretend you are the main character and write a 
journal from his/her point of view. 

• Include 5 entries 

• Each entry should be a well-written 
paragraph (at least 5-8 sentences in length) 

Comic Creator! 
Create a miniature graphic novel (comic) for the 
book that you chose. 

• Include 5 important scenes that summarize 
the novel 

• Each page should include illustrations, 
dialogue, and a two sentence (minimum) 
caption explaining the scene 

• This may be hand-drawn or digitally-created 

Be the Teacher! 
Create a final test for this novel. 

Complete ALL of the following: 

• Matching-include 5 words you were 
unfamiliar with in novel and their definitions 

• Multiple Choice-include 5 questions with 
three answer choices each 

• Create a key for you test with answers to ALL 
of your questions 

Be a Critic! 
Create a book review for the book that you chose. 

• Include a summary (characters, settings, 
problem, solution, theme) 

• Rate the book and tell the reader why they 
should read it 

Design It! • Make a model of a key place or character in 
the book 

• Create a collage of pictures/items that 
represent the elements of the book 
 

Suggested Additional Readings 

2017-2018 South Carolina Book Award Nominees 

Newberry Award or Honor Books 

Popular Book Series 

Harry Potter, Wings of Fire, Just Grace, I Survived,  

Humphrey, Percy Jackson, The Sisters Grimm 

 

*Please always preview books that your child chooses to  

read.  Commonsensemedia.org does a great job giving  

an overview of content. 

*You can find the lexile of any book on lexile.com by  

simply typing in the title and searching. 
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